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Monday, Februa1y 2, 1998 
A Newsletter for th e 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Community 
Volume 22, Nu mber 25 
New Prof Has Love of Computers and Composing 
Today's composers are just as 
familiar with megabytes as they are 
with minuets. At least that's the 
purpose of a new sequence of 
courses in music technology and 
composition at GVSU. 
"We're starting from scratch, but 
that's to our advantage because 
eve1ything is state of the art," says 
Pieter Snapper, assistant professor of 
Music and director of music technolo-
gy. "All the equipment here was 
chosen to be modular and flexible so 
that we won't be stuck with o ld 
equipment down the road. " 
GVSU's new Music Technology 
Cente r replaces a much smaller MIDI 
lab and adds separate single-user 
composition and production studios, 
where students can record their own 
compact discs. Snapper says each one 
of the 11 workstations in the Music 
Technology Center are 10 times more 
powerful than the entire lab was 
previously. Each workstation is built 
around a Macintosh 8600 
with a MIDI keyboard , a 
mixer, sampler, and 
professional music 
software. 
"We're asking students to take the 
time to learn the software, but when 
they graduate they won't have watered 
down skills; they can go 
out to any production 
studio out there and be 
ready to work, " Snapper 
says. Thirty GVSU 
students are using the 
Music Technology Center 
in its first yea r. 
"Right now, we have a 
lot of young composers 
who want to write 
techno-pop music," 
Snapper adds. "That 
doesn 't bother me 
because that's the music 
they know, and we'll start 
there. But then we'll 
expose them to the 
Western canon and see if 
they get interested. I hope they fuse 
classical music with the music they 
love." 
Snapper himself embodies such a 
fusion of musical ideals. A cellist for 
many years, he studied in the computer 
music program at the University of 
California-Berkeley as an undergradu-
ate. He was manager of the music 
technology lab at the University of 
Chicago while there to earn a master's 
Coming Events 
Artist-Faculty Series 
Features Guitarist Brian 
Morris 
Guitarist Brian Morris will perform 
works by a variety of composers, as 
well as some of his own compositions 
at the next Artist-Faculty Series concert 
on Monday, February 9, at 4 p.m., in 
degree and a Ph.D. in music composi-
tion. He taught for three yea rs at 
Oberl in College, two years in acoustic 
music and one year in compute r music. 
He was drawn to Grand Valley for the 
opportunity to integrate the two musical 
styles. 
"There 's a general feeling among 
musicians that only second-rate musi-
cians write computer music," Snapper 
says. "What drew me to it is the chance 
to prove them wrong. And that's what's 
great about the program at Grand 
Valley. " 
Snapper answers critics of music 
technology by pointing out that a 
computer is a complex tool that must 
be practiced for yea rs, just like any 
othe r instrument. The problem, he says, 
is that the technology changes so fast 
that it's impossible to maste r compute r 
music. "Imagine a pianist who has to 
change instruments eve1y two years," 
he explains. 
In his first year at Grand Valley , 
Snapper is already enthusiastic about 
the possibilities for the Music Technolo-
gy Center, and the entire Music Depart-
ment. The vision of Music Department 
Chair Sherman Van Solkema to make 
GVSU the place to study music as an 
undergraduate in the state of Michigan 
continued on page 2 
the Recital Hall of the Performing Arts 
Center. 
Morris teaches guitar and related 
subjects at GVSU and Grand Rapids 
Community College. Among his many 
concert appearances are performances 
at Notre Dame University, the Biltmore 
International Art Expo in Asheville, 
North Carolina , the College Music 
continued on page 3 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communica tions 
eve1y Monday whe n classes are 
in sessio n and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publicatio n ite ms to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From o ff campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
Alumni Volunteers Assist 
Admissions Office 
The Admissions Office recently enlisted 
some of its alumni to help recruit new 
students to Grand Valley. Last fa ll , a number 
of them talked about their own college 
choice and the ir experiences at GVSU w hen 
they participated in college night programs, 
receptions he ld across the state, and high 
school award ceremonies. 
"It's really a win-win situation," said Rich 
Howard, assistant director of Admiss ions. 
"We get great feedback about the alumni 
from prospective students and the ir families , 
and the alumni enjoy giving back to the 
university." 
The following alumni took part in this 
year's volunteer program: Te rry Allen , '70, 
and Sandra Allen, '68; Dan and Janet Balice , 
'82; Nancy Carl, '81 ; Hub Copp, '71 ; John 
Fitzgerald, '85; Candice Green , '94; Andrew 
Hager, '90; Lyn Jackson, '94; Alan Kimber, 
'93 , and Sherri Kimber, '94; Scott and Kelly 
Koerner, '94; Evan and Noel Lyons , '88; 
Emerson Sheffey, '91; Heidi Smith , '89; 
Davena Sumlin, '93; Todd Wood, '91. 
A/P Achievement Award 
Nominations Due March 20 
Nominations are open for the Administra-
tive/ Professional Award, which is presented 
each winter to an A/P staff member who 
has made a significant contribution to the 
university . President Lubbers will present 
the award at the annual A/P Luncheon , 
which will be held on April 28. 
To nominate a candidate, fill out a 
nomination form and return it to Ginger 
Lange in Career Services, 206 Student Services 
Building, by March 20. Forms are available 
from Human Resources, x2215. For more 
information, contact Ginger Lange at x3311. 
Stories Wanted in Reading 
Rainbow Contest 
WGVU-TV 35 & WGVK-TV 52 and 
Reading Rainbow are looking for children 
who write and illustrate their own stories to 
take part in the Fourth Annual "You ng 
Writers and Illustrators" Contest. 
First Place winners from the local contest 
will be submitted to Reading Rainbow for 
the national competition. 
To enter, children in grades K-3 should 
submit a sto1y (50-200 words for grades K-1 , 
2 
100-350 words for grades 2-3) and at least 
five original illustrations related to the sto ry. 
Stories can be real, imagined , fantastic , 
whimsical, or humorous . 
Official entry forms ca n be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed, stamped envelo pe 
to: Reading Rainbow You ng Write rs and 
Illustrators Contest, WGVU-TV, 301 W. 
Fulton , Grand Rapids, MI 49504-6492. 
Entries must be received by March 27. 
Foundation for Muskegon 
County Awards Grant to WRI 
Grand Valley's Water Resources Institute 
received $6,000 from the Commun ity 
Foundation for Muskegon County to begi n a 
second phase of a land use study for the 
county. 
In the first phase, completed in October, 
WRl analyzed information about existing 
land use in Muskegon. Researchers created 
maps that show land use conditions in 1978 
and 1992, and highlights how land use 
changed within that 14-yea r time span. 
The second phase of the study w ill 
involve further analysis by updating the land 
use information database to 1997. This will 
be done using aerial photographs of 
Muskegon County. WRl expects to complete 
this phase of the study in September. 
In a subsequent third phase, resea rche rs 
would use the updated land use in forma tio n 
to crea te a "population a llocation model" for 
Muskegon. This final stage will result in a 
summa1y report for the county. WRI has 
completed similar pro jects for both Kent and 
Ottawa counties . 
New Prof Has Love 
Of Computers and 
Composing 
continued from page 1 
resonates with him. And he 's found harmo-
ny with his colleagues on the Music 
Department fa culty who are young a rtists 
and idea lists like himself. In fac t, he and 
Assistant Professor of Music Arthur Ca mp-
bell w ill perform compositio ns fo r computer 
and clarinet in a series of locations in the 
United States and Canada later this yea r. 
Coming Events 
continued ji·om page 1 
Society's regional conference in Madi-
son, Wisconsin, and the Kennedy 
Cente r. 
His programs of classical guitar, jazz, 
blues, original music and folk songs have 
earned enthusiastic approval from critics 
and elementary school children alike. 
Morris e::Jm ed an M. M. degree in 
Music from Florida State University and 
a B.M.E. degree at Montana State 
University. 
Climate Change Is Topic of 
Faculty Forum 
All members of the campus commu-
nity are invited to attend the next 
Women Scholars Faculty Forum on 
Friday, February 6, at 12 noon, in the 
Muskegon River Room of the Kirkhof 
Center. "Climate Change: Politics, 
Policies, and Economic Potential" will 
be presented by Karel Rogers, professor 
of Biology. 
A/P Open Forum Set for 
February 12 
Administrative and professional staff 
members are invited to take part in an 
open discussion of issues of mutual 
concern with GVSU executive officers 
on Thursday, February 12, in the Grand 
River Room of the Kirkhof Center. 
Student Scholarship Day 
Planned 
On Tuesday, April 7, GVSU students 
w ill give oral presentations or display 
posters explaining their work at Student 
Scholarship Day. Formerly called 
Student Research Day, the event has 
expanded from the Science and Mathe-
matics Division to a university-wide 
format. 
Modeled after a professional confer-
ence, Student Scholarship Day is open 
to all GVSU students who are involved 
in faculty-directed scholarship or 
creative works. A wide variety of 
presentations are appropriate, including 
original art o r composition , theatrical 
performance, scholarly research, an 
extensive class project, results of an 
independent study or a grant, or thesis 
findings . 
"I'm hoping that fa culty members 
will encourage the ir students to take 
3 
part," says event coordinator Neal 
Rogness, Math and Statistics professor. 
Presentation proposal forms were 
distributed in mid January and the 
deadline for submission is Friday, 
February 13. Extra forms are available by 
contacting Rogness at x2447, or via the 
GVSU Web page, www.gvsu. edu/ ssd/ 
More than 120 students participated in last 
year's Student Reseach Day. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Cassonya Carter, admissions coun-
selor, received a Reality Award at the 
12th annual Martin Luthe r King, Jr. 
celebration at the Gerald R. Ford 
Fieldhouse in Grand Rapids. The award 
was presented by the Inter-Denomina-
tional Ministerial Alliance/ Grand Rapids 
Community College, City of Grand 
Rapids, and Grand Rapids Public 
Schools to individuals w ho have gone 
through the Grand Rapids Public School 
system, graduated from college, and are 
now giving back to the community. 
Hugh Jack, assistant professor of 
Engineering, had a chapter in the book 
Rapid Resp onse Manuf acturing pub-
lished by Chapman and Hall and edited 
by J. Dong. The chapte r, titled "Fixture-
less NC Mach ining for Rapid Prototyp-
ing," describes a technique for manu-
fa cturing pa rts with complex shapes 
using inexpensive materials, and 
common technologies . 
John Adamopoulos , professor of 
Psychology, was an invited guest at the 
Institute of Psycho logy, Polish Academy 
of Sciences in Warsaw. Adarnopoulos 
conducted resea rch on cross-cultural 
differences in the perception of person-
a l relationships, and gave a colloquium, 
"Culture-Common Features of Context: 
Toward a General System for the 
Classification of Social Settings," to the 
institute's faculty. He also lectured to 
two classes of the Graduate School of 
Social Psychology in Warsaw. 
In the News 
Erika King, professor and chair of 
Politica l Science, was inte rviewed on 
January 22 by WOOD Radio about the 
reports that President Bill Clinton had 
an affair with a White House aide and 
the investigation that the Independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr is conducting 
into the possible pattern of obstruction 
of justice. On January 27, King had two 
interviews about the allegations against 
Clinton. She was a guest on WGVU's 
Morning Show and appeared on WZZM 
TV-13's evening news broadcast. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a .m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
*Indicates fee; all other cultura l and general events located 
on campus are free of charge. 
Mon., Feb. 2-Fri., Feb. 20 
Galle1y Hours: Alumni Invitational Art Exhibit. Calder 
Gallery, CFAC. 
Mon. , Feb. 2-n1es., Mar. 31 
TBA: Student Exhibition/ Alumni Timeline . Art Complex. 
Mon.,Feb. 2 
11 a.m.: Career Services Workshop "Guerrilla Tactics in Job 
Inte1viewing." 258 STU. Call x3311. 
Wed. , Feb.4 
8:30-10 a.m. TIAA CREF Workshop. "Principles of Sound 
Investments. " Muskegon River Room, KC. Ca ll x2215. 
2-3:30 p.m.: TIAA CREF Workshop. "Prese1ving Your 
Accumu lations. " Cabin A, KC. Call x2215. 
Thurs., Feb. 5 
8:30-10 a.m. : TIAA CREF Workshop. "Prese1ving Your 
Accumulations. " Room 215, EC. Call x2215 . 
10:30 a.m.-12 noon: COT Development Committee Work-
shop. "Assertiveness Training" presented by Diana Pace. 
Cabins A, B, C, KC. Ca ll x2215 for rese1vations. 
Benefits Bulletin 
Benefit Costs Continue to Rise 
The GVSU Personalized Benefits Program is often 
referred to as the hidden paycheck because it is an impor-
tant part of the compensation package that is not reflected 
on paycheck stubs. When benefit costs rise, as they do 
eve1y year, most facu lty and staff members are not even 
aware of it. 
According to Amy Tennis, benefits manager, the cost of 
providing hea lth care to faculty and staff members at GVSU 
will exceed $5.3 million in fiscal year 1998-99. This repre-
sents a 10.4 percent increase over the current fiscal year. For 
the past three years, health care cost increases have aver-
aged more than 14 percent per year. Prescription drug cost 
increases have risen at a rate of almost 19-percent per year, 
are expected to be more than $1 million in 1998, and 
continue to be the most costly item in the GVSU medical 
plans . The tota l spent on prescription drugs has more than 
doubled in five years. 
The cost of providing health care benefits has risen at 
such a dramatic pace that it is certain some changes to the 
1:30-3 p.m.: TIAA CREF Workshop. "Principles of Sound 
Investments." Room 215, EC. Call x2215. 
3:30-5 p.m.: COT Development Committe Workshop. 
"Assertiveness Training" presented by Diana Pace. EC. 
Call x2215 for rese1vations . 
Thurs., Feb. 5-Sat. , Feb. 7 
7:30 p.m.: Theatre production "Student New Plays Festi-
val. "* LAT, CFAC. Call x3668 for reservations. 
Sun. , Feb. 8 
2 p.m. : Theatre production "Student New Plays Festival. "* 
LAT, CFAC. Call x3668 for reservations. 
3 p.m.: Master Class for horn players offered by Richard 
Chenoweth. Afternoon session open to the public. For 
information, ca ll x3484. Recital Hall , CFAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Thurs., Feb. 5 
8 p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Oakland Unive rsity at GVSU. 
Fri., Feb. 6 
TBA: Indoor Track & Field at Lewis University. Romeoville, 
IL. 
Sat., Feb. 7 
4 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketba ll at Lake Superio r State Unive rsi-
ty. Sault Ste. Marie. 
3 p.m.: Men 's Basketba ll at Lake Superior State University. 
Sault Ste. Ma rie. 
1999 Personalized Benefits Program wi ll be requ ired, sa id 
Tennis. The goal is to make smart plan des ign changes now 
to protect the integrity of the medica l plans, particu larly the 
retirees medical p lan, or some day we will not be able to 
offer this important benefit. The changes will likely be in 
the form of equity improvements. Those who choose to 
utilize more expensive services or specialists outside of the 
PPOM network, w hich they are a llowed to do, should sha re 
in the cost of doing so since the ir actions add more to the 
cost of the medical plans. 
"It is important for facu lty and staff members to consider 
the things that we each can do to he lp contro l health ca re 
costs ," says Tennis. "Examples include using PPOM network 
members and using the mail order prescription program. 
Participating in preventive ca re measu res is anothe r way of 
controlling costs of hea lth ca re, like taking adva ntage of the 
recreation cente r on a regular basis, avoid ing tobacco 
products, getting enough sleep and eating sensibly. " 
